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 RESOURCE TYPE: 

ALL MINERALS 
 SCALE: 

LARGE-SCALE
[MAX 10,000KM2 FOR 
EXPLORATION
MAX 1,000KM2 FOR 
EXPLOITATION]

 ACTORS: 

EXPLORATION & EXPLOITATION
STEPS: ACTORS:

1 LODGE APPLICATION
The applicant lodges an application with the national or regional Mining Cadastre.

1.1 The application includes the identity of the applicant, the exact size and location 
of the requested area, references of any licences already held, any substances 
already found, fi nancial plans, and a programme of work. 

1.2 If an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is required, the applicant must 
provide a letter of commitment not to start a mining activity before obtaining an 
environmental permit. If the Applicant has an approved EIA, they must submit this 
document as a supplement to the mining licence application fi le. 

All deposits of mineral substances located on the surface, in the subsoil, waters and seabed of the Malagasy Territory 
are the property of the State. 

The right to conduct exploration and exploitation is obtained through a standard permit including an exploration permit 
and an exploitation permit. It should be noted that a mining permit covers a perimeter composed of one or more 
squares, an area of just over 625 metres squared.  

An exploration permit (Permis de Recherche (PR)) is granted to individuals and legal entities under Malagasy law. It 
confers to its holder the exclusive right to carry out exploration on a limited area of 10,000km². It is valid for 5 years, 
renewable twice for a period of 3 years each time it is renewed. 

An exploitation permit (Permis d’Exploitation (PE)) confers to its holder the exclusive right to exploit the substance 
or substances covered by the permit, as well as to pursue prospecting and mining research on an area that cannot 
exceed 1,000 km². The PE is valid for a period of 40 years, renewable for a period of 20 years each time. 

Standard permits are granted by the Minister in charge of Mines who may delegate his or her authority.

Before starting any exploration or exploitation activities, the operator must have the approval of the competent 
authority in conformity with the regulations of the environmental sector, the prior agreement of the landowner, and the 
commitments contained in the environmental commitment plan. The applicant must submit this to the department 
in charge of the environment within the Ministry of Mines and inform the authorities of the Decentralized Territorial 
Collectivities (autonomous local authorities).

 LICENCE: 

EXPLORATION & 
EXPLOITATION 
[PERMIT DE RECHERCHE/
PERMIT D’EXPLOITATION PR/PE]

Mining Cadastre 
(national & regional 

levels)
Bureau du 

Cadastre Minier 
de Madagascar 

(BCMM)

Ministry 
of Mines

Prime Minister
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1.3 If the applicant already holds an AERP licence over the same area they now wish 
to explore or mine, they must provide the location registered under that licence on 
the mining cadastral map.

2 PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
A technician from the Mining Cadastre does a compliance check of the 
application.

      5
DAYS

    2.1 REJECT
If the application is rejected because it is incomplete, the applicant has fi ve 
working days to provide the missing documents. The head of the national or 
regional Mining Cadastre provides written notifi cation of the rejection.

2.2 APPROVE
The applicant pays the processing free. This fee is calculated according to the 
size of the area requested, and constitutes 25% of the annual administration fee, 
which is also calculated according to the size of the area requested. 

2.3 A technician from the Mining Cadastre registers the application with the Claims 
Registry.

2.4 The technician registers the number, name, and date of the application with the 
national Mining Cadastre to confi rm ‘fi rst in, fi rst served’.

5
DAYS

2.5 The Mining Cadastre delivers a provisional admissibility receipt indicating the 
day, hour and minute of fi ling and the date on which the applicant must return 
for confi rmation of admissibility (within fi ve working days). If the application is 
deposited in the provincial Mining Cadastre, the original fi le is sent to the national 
Mining Cadastre for archiving.

24
HOURS

3 ASSESSMENT
Within 24 hours, the national Mining Cadastre verifi es the fi rst come, fi rst served 
principle. 

3.1 The Mining Cadastre assesses the application and checks: the applicant’s 
eligibility and the area they can request; the availability of the requested area and 
whether the area squares are contiguous or joined or not. 

     3.2 REJECT
The Director of the national Mining Cadastre sends a rejection letter to the 
applicant explaining the reasons for rejection. The applicant is able to re-apply for 
a diff erent area.

3.3 APPROVE
The national Mining Cadastre issues a receipt confi rming: the time and date of of 
the initial application; the administration fee payable for the fi rst year; the date on 
which the award decision will be made (in 30 working days following the fi ling of 
the application in step 2.5); the deadlines by which the applicant must pay each 
instalment of the administration fee.

3.4 The applicant pays 75% of the remaining 75% of the annual administration fee.
The fee is also calculated according to the size of the area requested.
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30
DAYS

4 PRELIMINARY LICENCE APPROVALS 
From this point, some of these steps are processed at the same time.

The Minister of Mines makes a decision on the awarding of the mining permit 
within 30 working days from the date of admissibility of the application.

4.1 REJECT
The Mining Cadastre prepares the notifi cation of refusal, signed by the Mining 
Cadastre and the Minister of Mines, and notifi es of the applicant in writing with 
the reasons for the rejection.

4.2 APPROVE
The Ministry of Mines approves the permit and sends the signed application to 
the Mining Cadastre.

        
4.3 The application is forwarded to the Prime Minister’s Offi  ce and its registration 

number is formally registered in the Offi  cial Gazette of the Republic of 
Madagascar.

4.4 The application is provisionally registered in the Mining Permit Register and 
provisionally included in the cadastral map.

5 EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION LICENCE APPROVAL
On the date indicated on the receipt issued in Step 3.3, the Mining Cadastre 
informs the applicant of the award decision and requests payment for the 
remaining 25% of the annual administration fee.

5.1 Once the applicant provides the receipt to the national Mining Cadastre as 
evidence of payment, the Mining Cadastre will issue the mining permit.

5.2 The Mining Cadastre inserts the fi nal registration in the Mining Permit Register 
and offi  cially modifi es the cadastral map.

5.3 The approval is published in the Offi  cial Gazette.

6 TECHNICAL APPROVALS 
Before starting any exploration or exploitation activities, the operator must have 
the approval of the relevant authorities in conformity with the regulations of 
the environmental sector, the prior agreement of the landowner and inform the 
authorities of the Decentralized Territorial Collectivities.

   
7 EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION ACTIVITIES CAN BEGIN


